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Third Sunday in Advent 

December 11th, 2016 

Announcements 

Advent Candle Lighting  Daniel & Terri Bloomquist 

Hymn:  “Lo, How a Rose e’er Blooming” 28 

Invocation 

Scripture Reading: JAMES 5:7-11 

 MATTHEW 11:2-15 

Confession of Sin and Absolution 

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The Splendor of Christmas Part I Choir 

  Hymn:  “There’s A Song in the Air 25 

Offertory Prayer 

The Pulpit Hymn:  “All Praise to Thee” 39 

  Sermon Text:   ISAIAH 35:1-10 

The Sermon:      “Take Courage, Fear Not” Pr. Joel Baker 

The Splendor of Christmas Part II Choir 

Hymn:  “Under The Stars One Holy Night” 22 

      Postlude 
 

 The Congregation stands 

 

**Please turn off cell phones during the service – thank you** 



The Splendor of Christmas 
Written and Arranged by Marty Parks 

 

The Splendor of Christmas  

 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day, with Prince of Peace  
  Soloist: Sharon Wahala 

 

Magnify the Lord, with When Morning Gilds the Skies  

 

For Unto Us a Child Is Born, with The Birthday of a King  

 

We Would Worship Thee, with Silent Night! Holy Night!  
  Soloist: Julie Bartell 

 

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You, with O Come, All Ye Faithful  

 

Gloria, with Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
  Soloist: Marty Stamp 

 

I Love You, Lord Jesus 

 

The Splendor of Christmas (Reprise) 
 
 

Plymouth Lutheran Church Choir 

Pam Bielinski 

Brian Bartell 

Julie Bartell 

Marilyn Dahlmeier 

Lee Langer 

Brian Lunn 

Kelvin Nichols 

 

Janis Saari 

Roy Saari 

Leah Stamp 

Marty Stamp 

Larry Wahala 

Sharon Wahala 

Director: Steve Dahlmeier 

Pianist:   Tom Neadle 
 



Lyrics for Congregational Participation  
 

I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 
I heard the bells on Christmas day 
Their old familiar carols play, 
And wild and sweet the words repeat 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men. 
 
And in despair I bowed my head, 
"There is no peace on earth," I said, 
"For hate is strong, and mocks the song 
Of peace on earth, good-will to men." 
 
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 
With peace on earth, good-will to men." 
 
Words by H.W.Longfellow Music by J.B.Calkin 

 

When Morning Gilds the Skies 
When morning gilds the skies ,My heart awaking cries: 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Alike at work and prayer, To Jesus I repair. 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
Through this, His holy birth, Mankind is shown its worth; 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
Adore Him, God's own Son; The precious Holy One. 
May Jesus Christ be praised! 
 
Words by Katholisches Gesangebuch and Marty Parks 
Music by Joseph Barnby  
 

The Birthday of a King 
In the little village of Bethlehem, 
There lay a Child one day, 
And the sky was bright with a holy light 
0'er the place where Jesus lay. 
Alleluia! 0 how the angels sang! 
Alleluia! How it rang! 
And the sky was bright with a holy light; 
Twas the birthday of a King. 
Alleluia! 0 how the angels sang! 
Alleluia! How it rang! 
And the sky was bright with a holy light; 
Twas the birthday of a King. 
 

Words and Music by W.H.Neidlinger 



Silent Night! Holy Night! 
Silent night! holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and Child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace; sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night! holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.  
 
Words by Joseph Mohr Music by Franz Gruber  

 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant. 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him- born the King of angels! 
 
O come, let us adore Him! O come, let us adore Him! 
O come, let us adore Him- Christ, the Lord! 
( Repeat ) 
 
Words, Latin Hymn; attr. to John F. Wade; Music attr. to John F. Wade  
 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory 
Angels, from the realms of glory, 
Wing your flight o'er all the earth. 
Ye who sang creation's story, 
Now proclaim Messiah's birth. 
Come and worship. Come and worship. 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
 
Words by James Montgomery; Music by Henry T. Smart 

 

I Love You, Lord Jesus 
I love You, Lord Jesus, I love You, Lord Jesus; 
You came to this earth for me. 
I love You, Lord Jesus, I love You, Lord Jesus; 
You came to this earth for me. 
 
 Words and Music by Marty Parks  
 
Churches with a CCLI license may copy this page 

 
 



ON OUR PRAYER LIST THIS WEEK (Please leave a note in the office of any changes) 

 For Missionaries:  Larry & Mae Johnson, David & Sharon Matti, Lynton & Iona Silva, Stacy 

Maikkula, Pastor Etinah, Daniel & Denisa Harcar, Phil, Cindy, Megan & Sarah Read, Nicole 

Bartell, Trevor Rubenstein, David Gunderson, Bill Rogers, ALC Foreign Missions, Outpost 

Ministries. 

 MILITARY – Pray for those Serving Our Country – Scott Matti, Jesse Maunu, Mike Larson, John 

Saari, Tripp Otto, Gregg Johnson, Jason Leonard, Dominic Anspach, Ryan Pelkola, Jeff Ritter, 

Mark Elmore, Tim Miller, Michael Palkki, John Pahkala, Joshua Pahkala, James O’Neill, Caleb 

Hendrickson, and Luke McDonald, Ben Jenkins 

 The family of Rodney Mattinen(Audrey & Anita’s brother), Dee Walters-Salguero, Jack Hurula(Bev 

Aho’s father), Pastor Wayne Juntunen 

 Al Saari – Pray that God will give strength and comfort. 

 Don Bielinski – Pray for continued healing. 

 Sharon Emery – Healing and strength from severe arthritis and pinched spinal nerves. 

 Jana Pile - (Joyce Tibbs' daughter) for physical, mental and spiritual healing of multiple disabilities. 

 Dan Puumala- Blood supply to right eye/miraculous healing/infection/strength 

 Sara Graf – Relief and healing from Crohn’s Disease and hormonal imbalance 

 Marvin Barhorst –Prayer for continued healing  

 Mary Pahkala – (Marlene Walters’ mother) Pray for healing 

 Karen Nolte – (Anita Aho’s Niece) Pray for her and her caregivers. 

 Don Matti – Successful chemo treatments 

 Clayton Matti – For physical, mental and spiritual healing of multiple disabilities 

 Pastor Orval Wirkkala – Pray for strength and healing of kidneys. 

 Donna Hendrickson – Treatment for cancer. 

 Pastor Charles Bergstedt – Continued healing 

 Jill Sanko (Joyce Tibbs' daughter) Praise for healing for Jill.  She has returned home and is having 

home health.  Continued prayer for the staph infection that has a 50/50 chance of returning. 

 Stewart Lee – Prayer for continued healing 

 Lois Johnson (Myrna Maikkula & Neil Sunnarborg sister) Thank you for your continued prayer support 

Lois will now be doctoring in Duluth and had her first “Sandostatin” injection on Monday.  She will have 

this shot every 28 days.  We pray this shot will put cancer growth to a halt and put it in remission.  As 

well as, her body will not have all the side effects of getting this shot 

 David Mickelsen – (Joyce Tibbs’ brother) Continue to pray for successful treatment for aggressive 

cancer including bones. 

 Gary Lee(Stewart’s son) for successful treatment of rare blood disease with chemotherapy, and peace 

for the family  

 Roger Larson – Healing 

 Pastor Gerry Southerton 

 Pastor Peter Bergstedt 

 Pastor Rodney Johnson 

 Pray for our Country 

 Radio Ministry 

 Peace of Jerusalem (Psalm 122:6-7)/For the Unreached People Groups/Persecuted Church(Heb 13:3), 

ALC Balm of Gilead, Gospel Café, Sharon 

 Silent Prayer 

 

 

 

 



 
POINTSETTIAS 

 

In Loving Memory of: 
 

Of Our Parents and Son Luuk – Larry & Sharon Wahala 

Harold Myrmel, Tom Hatcher, Jim Atkins – Kevin & Mary Kay 

Myrmel 

Jack Tibbs – Joyce Tibbs 

Aale & Jennie Pesola – Bill & Phyllis Krumholz 

Frank Spika – Bill & Phyllis Krumholz 

Rev. Herbert Amala – Betty Amala 

Wanda Lee – Stuart Lee 

Richard O’Brien – Joan O’Brien 

Our Parents & brothers, Rodney & Chester, sister, Joyce & Earl – 

Reuben & Anita Aho 

Dee Walters Salguero – The Walters Family 

Lorraine Mattson – Lloyd & Marlene Walters & Family 

Joseph & David Krutzig – Audrey Krutzig 

Jim Besonen – Lorraine Besonen 

Melissa Roeser, Ed & Ellen Takkunen & Louis Dahlmeier,  – from 

Steve & Marilyn Dahlmeier 
 

In Honor of: 
 

Children & Grandchildren – Kevin & Mary Kay Myrmel 

Grandchildren: Samuel, Stephen & Meg - Joel & Susan Baker 

Our Children: Nathan(Mary), Amanda, Jennie(Ryan) – Neil & Deb 

Sunnarborg 

Our Children & Grandchildren – Steve & Marilyn Dahlmeier 

Our Children & Grandchildren – Janis & Al Saari 

 
 

POINSETTIAS 
There is a signup sheet for those wishing to donate one of the 

beautiful poinsettias on the Altar for Christmas in honor or memory 
of a loved one.  The cost is $10.00. 

 Please write “Flower Fund” in the memo line. 



PRAYER UPON ENTERING CHURCH 
1
 Sing to the LORD a new song; Sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

8 
Ascribe to the 

LORD the glory of His name; bring an offering and come into His courts. 
9 
Worship 

the LORD in holy attire; Tremble before Him, all the earth.  Psalm 96:1, 8, 9 
 

Meditation Scriptures for this Week:  Psalm 146 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father 
 

Confession: 
Our most gracious Father in heaven, We bow before You to confess our sin 
and seek Your forgiveness.  We have not esteemed others better than 
ourselves and have fallen into sin because of our own weakness.  We know 
that sin leads us to death but Your gift to us is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  Strengthen our hearts against sin and forgive us when we fail.  
Grant to us the promise of eternal life with You in heaven and Your grace 
to live here on this earth.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 

Absolution: 
We beseech You, Almighty God, Heavenly Father, to grant us a true faith, a 
firm hope in Your mercy, and a sincere love to our fellow men, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
Shalom To You Radio Program  

KKMS 980AM Radio  Saturdays at 2:30pm 

Please be in prayer for this ministry. 

        (Contributions are needed to continue this ministry) 
 

*************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Rent Committee Update 

 Plymouth Lutheran Church has formed a committee to consider the renting of 

our church by the congregation of Hope Bridge Church. This outside proposal 

is in the earliest stages of review. The committee will be looking at all factors, 

pro and con, regarding this possible rental. No agreements will be made without 

following our bylaws protocol and informing the congregation. To assist in this 

analysis, we request congregation members to submit, in writing, any questions, 

concerns, or comments they may have. Please submit your written remarks to 

one of the following committee members: Bill Krumholz (Chair), Bev Aho, 

Scott Maikkula, Myrna Maikkula, Rich Riemersma, and Lloyd Walters. We 

value and welcome everyone’s thoughts and opinions. Bill can be reached at 

krumholz@bwig.net 
*************************************************************************************************************************************** 

 



DATES TO REMEMBER 

TODAY – Worship service with Choir Cantata 

Dec 17 – Women’s Saturday morning Bible study at the church 

Dec 21 – Christmas caroling at North Ridge Care Center 

Dec 24 – Christmas Eve candle light service @ 9pm 

Dec 25 – No Sunday School 

Dec 28 – No Read Through the Bible 

Jan 1 – No Sunday School 

Jan 1 – Board Nomination meeting following the service 

Jan 4 – No Read Through the Bible 

Jan 4 – Ladies Bible Study to Join Men at Perkins 494 & 55 

Jan 14 – Memorial Service for Dee Walters-Salguero at PLC 

Jan 15 – Bridal Shower for Anne Ehresmann(Anders Hendrickson) 

Jan 21 – Annual Meeting 

Upcoming Coffee Serving List: 

Dec 18 – Brian, Julie, Nicole & Natalie Bartell 

Dec 25 – Pam & Don Bielinski 

Jan 1 -  

Upcoming Nursery Schedule List: 

Dec 18 – Patti Olson Family 

Dec 25 – Please Volunteer 

Jan 1 – Please Volunteer 

NEW ADDRESS:    Shirley Myrmel  

The Commons #349  

10030 Newton Ave S  

Bloomington, MN  55431 -2967  
*************************************************************************************************************************************** 

        Read Through the Bible  
Wednesday’s 6:30-8pm 

  Nov 30 – Gen 50 – Ex 6 

  Dec 7 – Exodus 7 – 13 

  Dec 14 – Exodus 14 – 20 
*************************************************************************************************************************************** 

2017 Nursery Volunteers’ Schedule  
is available on the narthex desk 

*************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Christmas Card Greeting Fund 
Please make a note with how you would like your name to appear 

and place it in the collection plate with your offering. 

Please write “Greeting Fund” in the memo line. 



Wednesday, December 21st 
Caroling at North Ridge Care Center  The Van will 
leave the church at 6pm to carol at 6:30 pm.  
Returning to the church about 7:30pm.  There is a 

sign-up sheet on the narthex desk.  Mark if you need a ride in the 
van. 

*************************************************************************************************************************************** 

Bridal Shower Luncheon  

for Anne Ehresmann(Anders Hendrickson) 
Sunday January 15

th
, 2017 @ 12pm following the 

Service. 
Contact Mary Kay Myrmel mkmyrmel@gmail.com with 

questions. Anders & Anne are registered at Macy's, Target and William Sonoma 
 

BUDGETARY INPUT NEEDED 
In preparation for our budget meetings, The Board of Trustees is asking 
input regarding any specific items you believe should be included in our 
2016 Budget.  Specific requests, comments, and ideas should be given in 
writing to the following individuals:  For Mission and Evangelism 
suggestions: contact Larry Walters.  For Building and Grounds suggestions: 
contact Noel Walters.  For Christian Education suggestions: contact Earl 
Christopherson.  For all other General Budgetary suggestions: contact Larry 
Wahala. 
 

Nomination Meeting 
Please note that the Board Nominations Meeting is on January 1

st
, 2017 

following the worship service.  If you are unable to attend this meeting but 
would like to make a nomination please speak with a member of the board 
in advance of the meeting. Larry Wahala, Noel Walters and Kevin Wempen 
have completed 1 term.  Thank You.  – The Board of Trustees 
 

Annual Meeting 

Saturday, January 21
st

 at 1:00pm - Please plan on attending. 

¶ Annual Meeting Reports are due on January 3
rd
 

¶ Reports can be submitted to the secretary by email:  
secretary@plymouthapostolic.org. 

¶ The Board encourages members to provide input before January 8th on 
any items they would like addressed at the Annual Meeting.  

¶ Please place any agenda suggestions in Kevin Wempen’s box in the 
office 

mailto:secretary@plymouthapostolic.org


 

PRAYER CHAIN - 612-554-6823/pep59@aol.com 

E-MAIL - secretary@plymouthapostolic.org 

WEBSITE - www.plymouthlutheran.org 
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Ushers     Nursery  
Larry Walters  Noel Walters Kris Walters Family 
Neil Sunnarborg Brad Aho  
Counters    Greeters  
Deb Sunnarborg    Ellie Puumala 
Kris Walters     Dale & Myrna Maikkula 
Sound Technician  Roy Saari Van Driver  Roy Saari 
Coffee-Fellowship Hour – Myrna & Dale Maikkula/ Joyce & Stewart Lee 
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Ushers     Nursery  
Larry Walters  Noel Walters Patti Olson Family 
Neil Sunnarborg Brad Aho  
Counters    Greeters  
Cynthia & Erik Aho    Dale & Myrna Maikkula 
Volunteer     Don & Pam Bielinski 
Sound Technician  Roy Saari Van Driver  Roy Saari 
Coffee-Fellowship Hour – Brian, Julie, Nicole & Natalie Bartell 
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TODAY(12/ 11): 9:00am Bible Study & Sunday School 
 10:30am Worship service with Cantata 
 11:30am Coffee fellowship 
TUESDAY(12/13)  5:45pm Mission meeting 
 6:30pm Board of Trustees meeting at the church 
WEDNESDAY(12/ 14): 9:30am -ÅÎȭÓ Bible Study at the church 
 6:30pm Read Through the Bible ɀEx 14-20 
SATURDAY(12/1 7): 9:00am 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ "ÉÂÌÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ 
NEXT SUNDAY(12/ 18): 9:00am Bible Study & Sunday School 
 10:30am Worship service with Communion 
 11:30am Coffee fellowship 

 

As of Wednesday, November  30 th, 2016 
OUR STEWARDSHIP 

Actual vs. Budget Income:  $162,850/$ 167,347 
Actual vs Budget Expenses:  $142,225/$ 167,347 

 

 

mailto:pep59@aol.com
mailto:secretary@plymouthapostolic.org
http://www.plymouthlutheran.org/


James 5:7-11 
7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the 

coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the 

precious produce of the soil, being patient 

about it, until it gets the early and late rains. 

8 You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, 

for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Do not 

complain, brethren, against one another, so 

that you yourselves may not be judged; 

behold, the Judge is standing right at the 

door. 10 As an example, brethren, of 

suffering and patience, take the prophets who 

spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 We count 

those blessed who endured. You have heard 

of the endurance of Job and have seen the 

outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord 

is full of compassion and is merciful. 

 

Matthew 11:2-15 
2 Now when John, while imprisoned, heard 

of the works of Christ, he sent word by his 

disciples 3 and said to Him, “Are You the 

Expected One, or shall we look for someone 

else?” 4 Jesus answered and said to them, 

“Go and report to John what you hear and 

see: 5 the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the 

lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the 

deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the 

POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED 

TO THEM. 6 And blessed is he who does 

not take offense at Me.” 

7 As these men were going away, Jesus 

began to speak to the crowds about John, 

“What did you go out into the wilderness to 

see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 But what 

did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft 

clothing? Those who wear soft clothing are 

in kings’ palaces! 9 But what did you go out 

to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one 

who is more than a prophet. 10 This is the 

one about whom it is written, 

‘BEHOLD, I SEND MY MESSENGER 

AHEAD OF YOU, 

WHO WILL PREPARE YOUR WAY 

BEFORE YOU.’ 

11 Truly I say to you, among those born of 

women there has not arisen anyone greater 

than John the Baptist! Yet the one who is 

least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 

he. 12 From the days of John the Baptist 

until now the kingdom of heaven suffers 

violence, and violent men take it by force. 13 

For all the prophets and the Law prophesied 

until John. 14 And if you are willing to 

accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to 

come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him 

hear. 

 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
35 The wilderness and the desert will be 

glad, And the Arabah will rejoice and 

blossom; Like the crocus 2 It will blossom 

profusely And rejoice with rejoicing and 

shout of joy. The glory of Lebanon will be 

given to it, The majesty of Carmel and 

Sharon. They will see the glory of the Lord, 

The majesty of our God. 3 Encourage the 

exhausted, and strengthen the feeble. 4 Say to 

those with anxious heart, “Take courage, fear 

not. Behold, your God will come with 

vengeance; The recompense of God will 

come, But He will save you.” 5 Then the eyes 

of the blind will be opened And the ears of 

the deaf will be unstopped. 6 Then the lame 

will leap like a deer, And the tongue of the 

mute will shout for joy. For waters will break 

forth in the wilderness And streams in the 

Arabah. 7 The scorched land will become a 

pool And the thirsty ground springs of water; 

In the haunt of jackals, its resting place, 

Grass becomes reeds and rushes. 8 A highway 

will be there, a roadway, And it will be called 

the Highway of Holiness. The unclean will 

not travel on it, But it will  be for him who 

walks that way, And fools will not wander on 

it. 9 No lion will be there, Nor will any 

vicious beast go up on it; These will not be 

found there. But the redeemed will walk 

there, 10 And the ransomed of the Lord will 

return And come with joyful shouting to 

Zion, With everlasting joy upon their heads. 

They will find gladness and joy, And sorrow 

and sighing will flee away. 

 
 


