1Thessalonians 5:13-15

Rise and Shine

13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with
one another. 14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help
I the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but

always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.

-
Plymouth Lutheran Church, Pastor Joel Baker February 2017
11015 County Road 15, Plymouth, MN 55441 Telephones: 763-544-7248 & 763-544-9170

John 14:1-6

, R “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My
XFNRY U K S| Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go
] to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
Office receive you to Myself, that where | am, there you may be also. And you know the way

where I am going.” Thomas *said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going,
how do we know the way?” Jesus *said to him,_“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through
Me.”

If Jesus is The Truth, which we believe He is, then He will never lie nor lead us astray. That’s why He says that if it were not
true, that He is preparing a place for everyone who trusts in Him, He never would have said so because it would have been a lie and
He would be misleading us.

Many of us have lost friends and family in death lately. The week of January 22 I went to a precious friend’s funeral on Sunday
afternoon, someone else’s funeral on Monday morning, and officiated at one on Thursday of that same week. I know this hasn’t been
uncommon for many of you over these last few weeks. But Jesus wants us to not let our hearts be troubled both for us-so we aren’t
worried about what has happened to our beloved friend or family member if they believed in Him, and of course, when the person was
alive, if they believed in Jesus, they are now at complete peace/shalom in His presence. As we live our lives today, believing in Jesus,
He has securely established a place for us, in His presence, forever, and there will be a wonderful reunion with those who have gone
before us and those who come after us.

He also tells us that He will return-He is coming again and He will receive all who are alive in Him to Himself-those that believe
in Him to eternal life so we can be in His presence-where He is- (and those apart from Him to eternal judgement). He says we know
the way where He is going because He has told us often:

John 10:9. “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.”

Ephesians 2:18 “for through Him we both have our access in one Spirit to the Father.”

Hebrews 10:19-20. “Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and
living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh...”

John 1:14. “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the
Father, full of grace and truth.”

John 11:25-26. Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and
everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?”

Jesus, being The Truth, answers Thomas’ question by saying_“I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father but through Me.” No one comes to the Father but through Him. He is the path or the way to the Father and eternal life. He is
that life, eternal life, in Whose presence we will reside forever-no more tears, sorrow, pain, sin, nor the effects of sin.

In John 11:26 He says to Martha, “...Do you believe this?” That’s the question we all have to personally answer-Do YOU
believe that Jesus is the only way, the only Truth, the only source of eternal life, the only Way to the Father? If so, then your hearts
need not be troubled about death or life. You can know there is forgiveness for all of your sins even in this life through the shed blood
of Jesus upon a cross, where He willingly went carrying all of your sins and mine, to a place where we deserve to be, but where He
went willingly on our behalf, instead.

Don’t keep that wonderful news of saving grace from your family and friends so that they need not be troubled in their hearts as
well.

Shalom2u/Blessings

Pastor Joel
Pastor Baker’s e-mail: shalom2u2@usfamily.net Church website: www.plymouthapostolic.org
Church e-mail: secretary@plymouthapostolic.org Prayer Chain: 612-554-6823 or pep59@aol.com

If you would like to receive this by email please send a message to secretary@plymouthapostolic.org
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Sundays:
5,12,19, 26

19
26

Tuesdays:
14

9:00am Sunday School
Morning Bible Study
10:30am Worship Service
11:30am Coffee fellowship
10:30am Communion Service

11:30am Abbreviated Communion

5:45pm Mission Committee Meeting
6:30pm Board of Trustees meeting

Wednesdays:

1

8,15, 22

Fridays:
3

Saturdays:
18

Looki

9a.m. Men’s & Ladies Breakfast at
Perkins HWY 494 & HWY 55
9:15am Ladies Bible Study

9:30am Men'’s Bible Study

6:30pm Read Through the Bible study
8:00pm Choir

5:30pmVan leaves for Esko Ski trip

9:00am Women’s Saturday Morning
Bible Study

Mark 1-—
Your Cczlendarl

ng ahead in March

Celebrate Our Congregation

February Birthdays:

Ash Wednesday Service March 1st @ 7pm.

Lent services start:

Wednesday, March 8t @ 7pm
Light supper each Wednesday in Lent

from 6:00pm z7 6:45pm

Cynthia Aho 2/2
Sharon Wahala 2/2
Henry Wempen 2/4
Pietro Serazzi 2/9
Al Saari 2/9
Sue Jukuri 2/19
Kevin Myrmel 2/20
Pam Bielinski 2/20
Larry Walters 2/23
Ryan Rintala 2/24
Melba Waataja 2/24
Nicole Bartell 2/26
February Anniversar ies:
Erik & Cynthia Aho 2/2
Newly Elected Board Members
Roy Saari
Noel Walters

Kevin Wempen
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Max John Wempen Born December 27, 2016
weighing in at 8lbs 60z

Proud parents and brothers are

Kevin & Stacey, Henry & Cole Wempen.

Reuben Aho celebrates his 86" birthday!

A Patriarch Goes Home

George H. Pelto "Joe" age 91 of New Hope passed away
January 19, 2017. Preceded in death by parents, Arthur E.
and Hanna; wife, Signe; daughter, Mary Ellen; brother,
Clement and sister, Ellen. Survived by children, Joseph A.
(Erna) of Laredo, TX, John H. (Jan) of Bloomington, Ann Pelto
of Eden Prairie; 6 grandchildren, Anja (Jerry) N orris, Diana
(David) Miles, Joseph A., Jr. (Monica) Pelto, Miriam Pelto,
Peter Pelto, Christina (Tom) Madison; 6 great -grand-children,
Bradley (Luvia), Brittany, Brandon, Natalie, Sara, Steven,
Benjamin; 2 great -great -grandchildren; sister, Martha, Koski
of New Hope. Joe served with the US Army during WWII.

A Bridal Shower for Anne

On January 15, family and friends gather for a
delicious luncheon to celebrate the upcoming
marriage of Anne to Anders Hendrickson. The

afternoon included not only food, but a challenging

devotion by Caroline and whimsical games by Jean

and Kelsey. All of that followed by the showering of

gifts for the Bride Anne.

Mother of the groom Lois, sister of groom
Caroline, Bride-To-Be Anne and mother of the
bride Kristen Ehresmann (Not pictured: the
groom Anders Hendrickson)
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Ash Wednesday and the First week of Lent coming up.

Mark your calendars, March 1% is Ash Wednesday. Our service will be at 7:00pm. The first week of the
Lenten season begins on Sunday, March 5™ and the first of our Lenten services begin March 8 at 7:00 pm.

During the six weeks of Lent the service will be preceded with a “soup and sandwich” light supper from
6-6:45pm. Soup and sandwich simply implies a simple supper. A sign-up sheet will be in the Narthex

later this month.

As in the past, CHOIR will follow each of the services at 8:00 pm.

ALC Balm of Gilead

The Committee:

Carmelle Helmes
Stephanie Lang
Karen St Peter
Lynn Jarvi

United in faith and a desire to help the
victims/survivors of sexual abuse heal, we have been
asked by the Apostolic Lutheran Church Central Board to
form this ministry and do its work.

Carmelle and Stephanie are certified in Pastoral
Care for Women by Western Seminary in Portland,

OR. They have co-led support groups, women's ministries
and have both been actively involved in lay counseling to
women. In addition, Carmelle is certified in lay Christian
Counseling from Light University / American Association
of Christian Counselors.

Karen has a Deaconess Certificate from the Inter-
Lutheran Theological Seminary and is an Instructor of
Deaconess Studies at the Seminary. She also has
completed two years of study in Business Administration
at Northern Michigan University. Karen is a Deaconess at
the Laurium Apostolic Lutheran Church.

Lynn is enrolled in the Deaconess Program at the
Inter-Lutheran Seminary. Karen and Lynn co-lead a Sexual
Abuse Support Group.

What is the ALC Balm of Gilead

Perhaps you are familiar with the old negro
spiritual A C KSNB A& | olfY AY
wounded wholethere is a balm in Gilead to heal the
sinsick souk

The scripture verse upon which the Balm of
Gilead was founded is Jeremiah 8: 21-22 For the
hurt of the (children) of my people am | hurt; | am
black; astonishment hath taken hold on me. Is there
no balm in Gilead; is there no physician there? Why
then is not the health of the (children) of my people
recovered?

Their Mission Statement defines the purpose:
“...promote healing for victims, survivors and families
affected by sexual abuse, setting a standard for our
churches to raise awareness and to offer education,
counseling and support groups.”

The Balm of Gilead offers seminars focused
on the topics of sexual abuse. They are in the
process of developing a hotline for victims. Support
groups are formed regionally to help victims and
survivors of sexual abuse. These groups seek to
support and encourage both the emotional and
spiritual life of women.

Each Sunday we corporately mention and
pray for this organization. I've wanted to share from
their prayer card for a long time. Now you have a
“face” to attach to the mission of ALC Balm of Gilead.

| encourage you to check out their webpage
www.alcbalmofgilead.com. You will learn a lot.



http://www.alcbalmofgilead.com/

Kevin Skis for Jesus in Bosnia

| will be serving with 8 other missionaries.
Here is gicture of 6 of us at Hyland Hills

A friend contacted him to say they knew of a
mission trip that involved teaching snowboarding to kids
at a camp in Sarajevo. They will also be handing out
shoebox Christmas gifts that our church and many
others collected.

Read and see more in the March R&S

Trust and Follow A poem by Dorothy Anderson
(mother of Terri Bloomquist) c. 1983

One day | came to God in prayer,

He told how children trustingly

Follow Dad, though steps are bigger

Follow him so joyfully!

When a father walks before

His children in the snow

They will strive to be more like him,
Want to step where he will go!

Never mind that steps are bigger
Never mind what lies ahead
They have faith to follow father
Love and faith to trust instead!

So it is, we follow Jesus
Son of God who willingly
Shed His blood, He died to free us

Died alone on Calvary.

Never mind His steps are larger
Never mind that we can’t see
All the glories set before us
Walk by faith most joyfully!

Jesus is the one to follow

On the straight and narrow road.
Jesus is the one who cares

And takes our each and every load.

Jesus, born in Bethlehem’s manger
Blessed Savior, Lord and King

Now let all of earth adore Him...
Song of praise now we sing!

{2 XOUNHMza (G .StASOSXAY
learn, and sometimes even stand in awe!
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