1Thessalonians 5:13-15

Rise and Shine

13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with
one another. 14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help
’ I the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but
- always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.
Plymouth Lutheran Church, Pastor Joel Baker June/July 2017
11015 County Road 15, Plymouth, MN 55441 Telephones: 763-544-7248 & 763-544-9170

We have looked at 2 sections of John’s Gospel recently: John 17:1-11
from t he and John 7:37-39. Both _sections reinforcg for us _the special privileges that
e belong to those who believe and the special relationship between Jesus, The
Office Father in Heaven, and the Holy Spirit.
One who believes in Jesus, though undeserving of God’s love and grace,
recognizes, through the work of God, that he or she is being called by Him to Himself. The person is convicted of their
sin, truly repents of sin and their own sinful nature, understands their need for God’s redemption, and cries out for His
intervention. God also calls people through the Sacrament of Baptism, bestowing His Spirit upon the one being Baptized
with water and the Word, and that person may remain in their Baptismal Covenant for all of their life, confirming that
relationship at Confirmation and/or testimony before others.

Jesus knows who those people are who have been called to come to God and who have responded to that call. He tells us
in John 17 that all those whom the Father has called and who have responded to that call also believe in Him since the
Father has sent Him. Jesus also says that He has done the work of the Father here on earth by taking care of those who
belong to God, protecting them from the world, and promising them the indwelling of The Helper who will come when
Jesus’ remaining work is finished-His crucifixion, burial, resurrection, and ascension. Those actions bring about our true
forgiveness of our sins, crucified our own sin nature as we spiritually die with Christ, are resurrected with Him spiritually
first and physically when He returns, and we receive power from on high with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Jesus
takes care of us, preserves us, and sanctifies us. The Father sent Him, He sends us, and the Holy Spirit is also sent to
accompany us throughout our life.

In John 7 Jesus tells us what to look forward to when He sends the Spirit. He says of those filled with the Holy Spirit:
“From his innermost being (his belly) will flow rivers of bubbling up, gushing water, bringing refreshment and well-being
(salubrity), satisfying the needs and desires of the soul”.

This is being filled with the Spirit-bursting with spiritual “water”’-possibly wisdom, discernment, encouragement, and/or
other gifts of the Spirit for the purpose of bringing refreshment and well-being to others to whom God leads us, and
satisfying the process our own needs and desires of our souls. What a promise our Lord has given us and what a Helper
He has sent us!

Do you believe in Jesus as your Lord and Savior? What a gracious gift you have received. Is the Holy Spirit active in your
life? What a blessing to have Him. But even if we believe in Jesus we can quench the Holy Spirit from being as active in
our lives as He could be or as you desire Him to be through continual sinful behavior, through pushing Him away through
denial of conviction of sin, or rejection of God’s Word altogether day after day.

I do pray that if you had a spiritual exam today that the Great Physician, the Shepherd of the Sheep, would find you in
good spiritual health, both belonging to Him and actively bubbling up with spiritual water strengthening yourself and
others.

Shalom2u. Pastor Joel

Pastor Baker’s e-mail: shalom2u2@usfamily.net Church website: www.plymouthapostolic.org
Church e-mail: secretary@plymouthapostolic.org Prayer Chain: 612-554-6823 or pep59@aol.com

If you would like to receive this by email please send a message to secretary@plymouthapostolic.org
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Sundays:

4 10:00am
11:00am

11, 18,25 10:30am
11:30am

18 10:30am

25 11:30am
12:00pm
Fiancée)

Tuesdays:

13

5:45pm Mission Committee Meeting

Worship Service

Picnic

Worship Service

Coffee fellowship
Communion Sunday
Abbreviated Communion
Bridal Shower Luncheon

6:30pm Board of Trustees meeting

Wednesdays:

7 9 a.m. Men’s & Ladies Breakfast at
Perkins HWY 494 & HWY 55
6:30pm Walk Thru the Bible Study

14,21, 28 6:30pm Walk Through the Bible Study

28 11:00pm LBF Bible Camp @ WLBC
Starts today

Thursdays:

29 LBF Bible Camp @ WLBC

Fridays:

23 7:00pm Movie Night — Movie TBD

30 LBF Bible Camp @ WLBC

Saturdays:

13 9:00am Women’s Saturday Morning

Bible Study

Celebrate Our Congregation

June Birthdays:

Anita Aho 6/11
Bill Grunke 6/15
Myrt Larson 6/19

June Anniversar ies:

Don & Gen Matti 6/1

Pietro & Sara Serazzi 6/7

Joel & Lois Hendrickson  6/12
Brian & Leeanna Lunn 6/14
Kevin & MaryKay Myrmel 6/17
Lloyd & Marlene Walters 6/27
Larry & Sharon Wahala 6/29

LUTHERAN BIBLE FELLOWSHIP

The dates foreach LBF Bible
B F Camp for the summer of 2017 are
as follows:

Wood Lake:
June 28 - July 2.

(Wednesday - Sunday)

Go to Ibfbiblecamp.org to register
No pre -camp deposit necessary.

Camp Lahti:

July 26 - July 30

(Wednesday - Sunday)

Go to |bfbiblecamp.org to register
No pre -camp deposit necessary.

Inter-Lutheran Theological
Seminary Rally @ Plymouth
Lutheran Church
on SUNDAY, 10/8 at 3 PM
The ILT Seminary is celebrating its 50t Anniversary
The rally will be followed by a supper in the

Fellowship Hall.
Please plan to attend and show your support!



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOHs8n1C_D2lb5Wp6ODsiHua3_c9CE0PVLtirKreNIQTW4tA/viewform?usp=sf_link

Celebrate Our Congregation

‘ 2017 JULY _

R R e 5 July Birthdays:

B T : - : Alaura Hansen 7/4

| ‘ Joel Baker 7/6

9 10 |11 12 13 14 5

L L [N LIy O Don Hietala 7/7

5‘6 i 3"8 i il z_z_ﬁ Jennie Rintala 7/10

A N oI Deb Sunnarborg 7/12

i” i | Allison Walters 7/12
T T Cole Wempen 7/12

Sundays: Kris Walters 7/20

2,9,16,23,30 10:30am Worship Service Betty Amala 7/21
11:30am Coffee fellowship Mary Sunnarborg 7/22

2 12:00pm WLBC Ends Amanda Sunnarborg 7/27

16 10:30am Communion Sunday
ALC Convention @ Esko, MN July Anniversar ies:

23 11:30am Abbreviated Communion Don & Bette Hietala 7/3
12:00pm Baby shower for Earl & Karen Rokala 7/7
Elsbeth(Krumholz)Stark Brad & Bev Aho 7/12

30 LBF Bible camp @ LRC ends @ 3pm Tom & Christina Madison 7/16

Don & Pam Bielinski 7/17

Tuesdays: Dan & Terri Bloomquist 7/26

11 5:45pm Mission Committee Meeting Stewart & Joyce Lee 7/30
6:30pm Board of Trustees meeting

Wednesdays:

5 9 a.m. Men’s & Ladies Breakfast at Mex
Perkins HWY 494 & HWY 55 Looking ahead in AUgUSt

12,19, 26
26

Thursdays:
13

27
Fridays:
14
28

Saturdays:
1

8
15
29

6:30pm Walk Thru the Bible Study

Our Vacation Bible School's
theme for the week of 8/7
through 8/11/2017 will be “Over
the Moat: Drawbridge to the
King!”, which will have a medieval
setting with castle, knights, and royalty. lJesus is the
way or drawbridge to the King.

Psalm 47:6 - 7 is the theme verse: "Sing praises to God,
sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! For
God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a
psalm!”

Students will see God'’s sovereignty, love, and
faithfulness by looking at David’s life, and will learn to
praise God our King. Lessons are about loving God,
trusting in God, praising God, telling others about God,
and thanking God. Please pray about helping with this
outreach program. There is a volunteer signup sheet on

6:30pm Walk Through the Bible Study
3:00pm LBF Bible camp @ LRC starts

ALC Convention @ Esko, MN
LBF Bible camp @ LRC

ALC Convention @ Esko, MN
LBF Bible camp @ LRC

WLBC All Day

9:00am Work Day at the church
ALC Convention @ Esko, MN
LBF Bible camp @ LRC

the narthex table with many ways to help. Contact
Susan Baker with questions or comments (952-884-
9848). Thank you!



Nicole Takes Mexico Part 1
April 1, 2016

Hola amigos!

We made it! We've been in Mexico City for 4 days and it has been amazing! We are staying at my co-leader
Gabby’s church and we could not be more blessed! We have explored downtown, done street evangelism,
dramas, worship, and kids’ ministry. We have prayed for many people and shared Jesus’ love for his people in
Mexico City, with the help and company of Gabby’s niece and brother, and many hospitable people from the
church. Continue to pray for more opportunities to share with the

people of this amazing city!

Nicole Takes Mexico Part 2 April 12, 2016

| have to tell you guys, | was not especially looking forward to going to Mexico City, but it is one of my favorite
places | have ever been. God blew my expectations out of the water and has given me and my coleader so
much grace.

Here’s what we have done:

Served in kids’ ministry at two different churches

Handed out roses to prostitutes

Played games together

Evangelized to over a hundred teenagers in the street

Played soccer with local youth

Got sick

Gave Bible verses to strangers in a park

Made wonderful new friends

We prayed, worshipped, prophesized, evangelized, loved God and loved
each other



https://nicoletakesmexico.wordpress.com/2016/04/02/mexico-city-part-1/20160331_140307/
https://nicoletakesmexico.wordpress.com/2016/04/02/mexico-city-part-1/20160330_135617/
https://nicoletakesmexico.wordpress.com/2016/04/12/mexico-city-part-2/20160401_141748/
https://nicoletakesmexico.wordpress.com/2016/04/12/mexico-city-part-2/20160402_115253/
https://wordpress.com/about-these-ads/

For our whole team, it was very difficult to say goodbye to Mexico City. We were so blessed to meet many
amazing people and to really know them, even in this short time. There were people from the church who
helped us go shopping for food, took us to there house for hot showers, and took care of us when we were
sick. Gabby’s family, however, were the people who took the cake. Truly, each one of us felt welcomed into
their lives as part of the family. They had no obligation to us at all, they would just spend time with us because
they wanted to. They wanted to know who we were and be known by us. It truly was the most beautiful
representation of God’s family | have ever seen. It was so difficult to part from them.

But here we are, safe at the YWAM base in San Jose,
Costa Rica. We will be spending a few days here
resting and preparing, because on Thursday we head
east to Limon, another city in Costa Rica where we
will be spending the next 6 weeks. Thanks for all the
love and support, | couldn’t do this without it!



https://nicoletakesmexico.wordpress.com/2016/04/12/mexico-city-part-2/20160405_165010/
https://nicoletakesmexico.wordpress.com/2016/04/12/mexico-city-part-2/20160408_132306/
https://nicoletakesmexico.wordpress.com/2016/04/12/mexico-city-part-2/20160402_133108/

May 11, 2017 — From Nicole Bartell

The last three weeks have been wild! There is so much to say, because we experienced so much! The good
thing is that | took a lot of pictures, so enjoy!

—-PUEBLA-
Here we did a lot of door to door evangelism which was really challenging for our team, but we learned and
grew through it. We also did services in churches and had fun exploring Puebla. It was a difficult week for us
spiritually but we made it through and bonded as a team!

-PACHUCA-
On the road again! In Pachuca, we did a LOT of kids’ ministry and our team loved it! We did ministry in one
location and 80 children participated! We did bible teaching with them, a dance, games and dramas. The kids
had fun and so did we! We also worked for a church a few days and helped paint a few rooms for them.

And of course, we always have fun wherever we go! We got frequent smoothies, had family game night, and
went to fun tourist sites. All in all, a really great week working with a great YWAM base!!




MEXICO CITY-
As you probably already know, Mexico City has a special place in my heart. | love God’s heart for this place, |
led an outreach here last year, and | have people | love living in this city! We did a lot of ministry that we could
not capture, such as prayer walks, ministry with prostitutes and street children. Pictured below is all of the
street evangelism that we did in major parks in the city.

T
-

(ialm=d!.\
Aaaannnndddd we had some more fun! Our school leaders, Stephanie and Omar, came to visit us, so | got to
hang out with them and friends | have in the city! We laughed, ate, and visited many museums and historical

sites in the city. It was a great retreat in the midst of this time

Thank you everyone for your support of our team and this awesome adventure. We are doing well, but keep
praying for us! We only have three locations left- let’s make them good!!

Much love,

Nicole

“PRAY FOR THESE POOR LEADERS”




Pastor Timothy’s Visit

On Wednesday evening, May 3, 2017, Pastor Timothy
and his wife Florence from Kenya visited our
congregation. Pastor Timothy has been one of the
pastors that Pastor Joel has been working with in his
trips to Kenya. Gary Stenberg of a non-denominational
Bible fellowship also visited us along with them. The
Bible fellowship is supporting Pastor Timothy’s
ministry. First Pastor Timothy spoke about what the
Lord has laid on his heart to share with us from the
Word, and then he told us about his ministry and his
family.

His reflections were first from Matthew 11:28
which states “Come to Me, all who labor and are heavy
laden, and | will give you rest.” He mentioned

Florence and Pastor Timothy visit with
guests before the service began.

some of the heaviness that people have is due to the fact that we are under attack by the devil. He said that many
pastors are in the pulpit without a call from God, and so they are only there for a job. As a result, false doctrine is being
preached. Another aspect of heaviness is that parents are crying about their children who have walked away from God.
We need to confess our sins and repent.

In Psalm 121, David asked “From where does my help come?’ The answer in verse 2 is “My help comes from the
LORD, who made heaven and earth.” It is time to listen to the Lord. It is time to repent.

In 2 Chronicles 7:14, after Solomon finished the house of the LORD, the LORD appeared to Solomon in the night
and said, “If my people who are called by My Name humble themselves, and pray and seek My face and turn from their
wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” Pastor Timothy observed that
people seem to have no time to tell others about God, but if they did, it would shake the world. He cited the example of
the young girl who was captured from Israel and became a maid to the wife of Naaman who had leprosy. This little girl
told her mistress about the prophet Elisha and the God of Israel and wished that her master Naaman would go to see
him and get help. Pastor Timothy said that we can be missionaries to others in our own houses in this way, and it would
have a big effect on the world.

In Psalm 50:15, God says, “Call upon me in the day of trouble; | will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” The
only solution to our situations and trials is a personal relationship with Jesus.

In Romans 8:12 — 13, it says, “So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.
For if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit, you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live.” We are not to live in the flesh, but in the Spirit. If we live by the Spirit, we will live in heaven. If we live by the
flesh, the end result is death and hell. God is loving and faithful, and He is waiting for people to come to Him.

As far as Pastor Timothy’s ministry is concerned, he oversees 54 churches in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Burundi,
and Rwanda, and he pastors one church. His mission is to reach the lost. The people need our prayers. The fields are
white unto harvest, but the workers are few. HIV has killed many people. A children’s home was started to minister to
orphans in Kakamega, Kenya. There are 150 orphans and/or parents that live there. Pray for the orphans. A child needs
$150/year, which covers the cost of books, a blanket, clothes, food, and schooling at a rate of $12.50/month. Also, to
help the widows in the church, there are sheep that are raised. Land is rented, and corn and beans are planted. Cows
are raised for milk (5 cows). Chickens (broilers and layers) are raised for eggs mainly, which helps to make the ministry
self-sufficient. Most families only eat meat twice a year. The number of children has increased to 205 now in the
children’s homes. These children need education. They meet on Sundays for worship, and for Bible studies for women
and men. There is Bible training for all and for leaders. Women leaders train the women. Doors are open for helpers to
come and help in Kenya. They also need nurses. Many people are dying from malaria and small sicknesses that are
curable. The headquarters is in Kitale, which is a 5-hour drive from Nairobi (240 miles).



Desserts were provided by several
families. They were served before Pastor
Timothy began to share from the Word.

A need they have in the churches is for Bibles in
Swahili, which is the first language in Kenya. They
also need Bibles in the Ugandan language and in
French in Burundi. In Sudan, English Bibles are
needed. Through the Bible Society in Kenya, Bibles
may be bought for $6 each.

Pastor Timothy and Florence have 10
children (5 girls and 5 boys) who range in age from
32 to 12. Pastor Timothy is 56 years old.

- , 4 Gary Stenberg from the non-
denominational Bible fellowship is accompanying Pastor Timothy and Florence in their travels in the U.S. Nine out of
every ten dollars that goes to the Bible fellowship is supporting Pastor Timothy.

It was a blessed evening to hear the Word and to learn about Pastor Timothy’s ministry in Kenya and surrounding
nations. Thank you, also, to the people who provided a nice variety of desserts for our fellowship time.

Susan Baker 5/15



