1Thessalonians 5:13-15
Rise and Shine

13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace

with one another. 14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the
Jfainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 See that no one repays another
with evil for evil, but always seek afier that which is good for one another and for all

people.
Plymouth Lutheran Church Pastor Joel Baker May 2020
11015 County Road 15, Plymouth, MN 55441 Telephones: 763-544-7248 & 763-544-9170

from the Pastor’s | hope and pray that all of you are doing well. Know that every one of you
Office are being prayed for and each one of you is missed!

You should have heard from, mostly through email, from a Board member

who has been given your name to make contact with you, pray for you, and to pass on any concerns to me

that you may have. Please make sure we have updated contact information for you, either phone or email, if

anything has changed in the last 5 years, so we can reach you.

Betty Amala passed away and services and interment will be sometime this summer in Calumet, Michigan.
Ellie Puumala was to have had surgery Monday, April 27, at 11:30 am. We have been praying and trust that
her surgery went as well as was expected.

We are having our Wednesday evening Bible Study via Zoom. We are studying how Joseph overcame the
struggles he had in this world in the book of Genesis. We are on Lesson 3 of 5. If you would like to join us,
please let me know and | will send you an invitation with a link to connect with all of us. Sunday morning, we
are having our service live on YouTube at 10:30 am. The service is taking place in the sanctuary. You may also
find the link to the service for later viewing on our website or find the service on the Church’s YouTube page.

We have renewed our radio contract for 6 months-on KKMS 980 AM at 2:30 pm on Saturdays. If we raise
enough money for the 6-month period after that we will keep broadcasting-if not, then we will conclude that
phase of our evangelism ministry.

Kris is in the office one day a week presently so tithes and offerings can still be mailed to the Church or to
her home address if preferred. We haven’t heard any information regarding any cancellation of our Church
picnic on May 31 at French Park. If the Park authorities do not cancel our reservation we will go ahead with
the picnic: 1) making use of social distancing; 2) Each person or family will bring their own “bag lunch”-so we
will eat “together” but not share food and drink outside of our family group and with what we have prepared
or purchased ourselves. Today (Monday, April 27) Susan and | purchased a lunch and found a picnic table at
Hyland Park in Bloomington overlooking the water. It was nice to get out. There were others milling around,
hiking, eating etc. with appropriate spacing. It can be done-but if you aren’t well or don’t feel safe; you’ll have
to take that into consideration regarding your attendance.

Luke 24:25-35

“And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!
Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” Then beginning with
Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He were going farther.
But they urged Him, saying, “Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over.”

(Continued on Page 5)

Pastor Baker’s email: shalom2u2@usfamily.net Church website: www.plymouthapostolic.org

Church email: secretary@plymouthapostolic.org Prayer Chain: 612-554-6823 or pep59@aol.com
If you would like to receive this by email please send a message to secretary@plymouthapostolic.org
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Sundays:
3 10:30am Worship via YouTube &
FB live
*10,17,24,31 10:30am Worship via YouTube &
FB live
10 MOTHER’S DAY
*17 10:30am Worship service with
Communion
12:00pm Semi-Annual meeting
*24 11:40am Abbreviated Communion
31 10:00am Worship & Church Family

Picnic at French Park.
Tuesdays:
12 5:45pm Mission Committee Meeting
6:30pm Board of Trustees meeting
Wednesdays:
6,13,20,27 7:00pm Bible study via Zoom
THURSDAYS:
7 NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
Saturdays:
16 9:00am Saturday Ladies Bible Study
via Zoom invitation

Celebrate Our Congregation

May Birthdays:

Caedmon Lunn 5/9

Bev Aho 5/12
Ellie Puumala 5/13
Leeanna Lunn 5/14
Karen Rokala 5/15
Sara Serazzi 5/18
Mary Kay Myrmel 5/21
Earl Rokala 5/23

May Anniversaries:

Marvin & Jennifer  Barhorst 5/8
Addison & Alisha Ellis 5/27

Save Dlae e

*Tentative schedule.
Actual schedule for May is subject to change.

*Semi-Annual Meeting is Scheduled

for Sunday, May 17" following the service.
Details for this meeting will follow.

Church Family Picnic
Sunday, May 31st at French Regional Park
12605 Rockford Rd, Plymouth MN 55441
Moraine Picnic Site-

Worship service at[10:00am

If the Park authorities do not cancel our reservation
we will go ahead with the picnic: 1) making use of
social distancing; 2) Each person or family will bring
their own “bag lunch”-so we will eat “together” but
not share food and drink outside of our family group
and with what we have prepared or purchased
ourselves. Details or changes to follow.



After the Loss of A Child — We Are Now Extra Ordinary Parents

( Editor’s Note: This writing was shared with our Child Loss Grief Support Group. Mr. Carlat, the author, posted this on
his blog 4/10/2020 one year after the death by suicide of his son. He put into words what many of us cannot. I'm sure
within the numerous readers of Rise and Shine many of you know a family or close friend who have lost a child.)

“A wife who loses a husband is called a widow. A husband who loses a wife is called a widower. A child who
loses his parents is called an orphan. There is no word for a parent who loses a child. Lose your child and
you’re nothing.” — Tennessee Williams

Although I've always loved A Streetcar Named Desire, the famous playwright got it wrong, and | feel the need
to make it right.

There are many words to describe my ex-wife and me and “nothing” is certainly among them,
particularly right after our eldest son took his own life 14 months ago, but even that isn’t completely accurate.
It’s more of a blunt assessment of how we were feeling at that time, but it in no way signifies who we are.

Bear with me for a moment as | reaffirm what you already know: A child isn’t supposed to die before his or her
parents. That’s just not the way life should work. We give birth to children, or in our case, also adopt them, we
love and nurture them, we raise them, they grow up, we grow old and eventually die. Circle of life, sunrise
sunset, rinse repeat, choose your own metaphor. That’s what every parent expects and that’s, by and large,
the way things play out.

So when you lose a child — regardless of the circumstances — it goes against the natural order of things. It’s
not part of the ordinary experience. It becomes something entirely different and we become
something entirely different. Ones Who Are Unlike the Others

In the first few days and then weeks, we are crushed, numb and in shock. None of it makes sense. And then

little by little, the fog of disbelief lifts, and everything becomes very clear and very sharp and very painful and
very real — our child is gone. Sure, he or she is in our hearts forever — if you love, you grieve, that’s the deal
— but we can’t have lunch with our heart. We can’t give our heart a hug or hear the joyful sound of its voice.

When you lose a child, you are no longer ordinary parents. Ordinary parents don’t visit their child in

a cemetery. Ordinary parents don’t cry themselves to sleep at night. Ordinary parents don’t wake up each
morning knowing that they’ll never see their child again. Ordinary parents don’t dread holidays and birthdays
and graduation days and all of the other days that mark a child’s life journey.

We become extra ordinary.
We are extraordinary parents who must go on living in the world with a hole in our hearts.

We become the ones who are unlike the others. We become the newest members of the world’s worst club,
one that is already overcrowded and where the cost to join is the steepest price imaginable. We become
“those people,” the tragic ones who are whispered about and pitied. We become the ones who are broken,
seemingly beyond repair. Remember Mary Tyler Moore in Ordinary People? That’s us! We Walk Among You

But after a while, a strange phenomenon takes place and it’s analogous to something right out of a superhero
movie. A metamorphosis occurs amid our grief and mourning, transforming us from extra ordinary to
extraordinary. A lot happens when those two words become one. So, Mr. Williams, there are words for people
who have lost a child.



We are extraordinary parents. Not in the sense that we are exceptionally good, which is what people usually
mean when they use that adjective. But look it up and you’ll and we are the very definition of the word:

la. Going beyond what is usual, regular, or customary
1. Exceptional to a very marked extent

We are extraordinary parents who must go on living in the world with a hole in our hearts. We are
extraordinary parents who, in many cases, must still love and care for our other children. We are extraordinary
parents who go to work every day and function as semi human beings, and most people have no idea about
our secret identities.

We are extraordinary parents who feel things that no ordinary parent has ever felt or should ever feel, and we
have the ability to endure the most inconceivable pain because that has become the most potent of our
superpowers.

And that’s another notable thing about us — we all possess different superpowers because we all experience
loss in our own special way. Some of us have an unlimited capacity for compassion and forgiveness. Some of
us can never be hurt by anything again. Some of us are masters of disguise. Some of us can turn to stone and
some of us can become invisible. And then there are those of us who can open up and share it with the world.

We walk among you. We are your friends and neighbors, your co-workers, the quiet couple who were sitting
at the table next to you in a restaurant last night. We are the extraordinary parents. And we don’t mind if you
want to call us by our first name.

This essay was originally published on Larry Carlat’s blog, The Sand and the Water
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Spring Time — Play Ball!
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Opening Day for baseball was in April! Wait! The stands are empty. No
Strike One! Or Two. Or Three! No, “You’re out!” What happened to the
Seventh Inning Stretch? What? No hot dogs!!

Coronavirus emptied stadiums, closed businesses, shut down schools,
brought death and chaos and so much more. Perhaps a moment to
reminisce can bring back smiles and cheers! Looking at the age of the guys pictured here that’s all we can do.
Reminisce.

Good news from the pandemic covid-19. People around the world are remembering God! Only He can offer
Hope. Let’s not focus on what we don’t have (professional baseball) let’s be thankful for the Promises of Our
God. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen Hebrews 11:1

(Continued from page 1)

So He went in to stay with them. When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and
blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him;
and He vanished from their sight. They said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He
was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?” (And they got up that very hour
and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them, saying,
“The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon.” They began to relate their experiences on the road and
how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread.”

When you read the Scripture does your heart burn-are you moved by God’s Word? These two disciples
were given a tremendous Bible Study by our Lord, walking through the Prophetic Word beginning with Moses
and many of the things written about the Messiah and how Jesus is the fulfillment of those Scriptures. It was
so important to these disciples that they immediately, after Jesus vanished, walked back the 7 miles they had
just travelled to tell the other disciples about Jesus being alive! | pray that God’s Word would ignite your
hearts to tell about Him, to serve Him, and to find strength and comfort to live each day in serving Him.

Shalom2u! Pastor Joel


http://clipartcotttage.deviantart.com/art/Baseball-And-Bats-441202905
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

& ~Voice~»Martyrs

Smuggling Digital Bibles

It’s a Bible no one notices, and it’s changing countless lives.

Digital Bibles are a game-changer in places like Somalia, North Korea, Iran and North Africa,
where getting caught with a Bible can be costly. Anyone with a mobile phone can secretly carry
an entire digital Bible plus teaching aids, worship songs and other tools for the encouragement

and discipleship of believers.

The Voice of the Martyrs is using these easily concealed formats to get God’s Word to

Christians in some of the world’s most dangerous places.

1 Stored on SD cards and thumb drives, digital Bibles can be distributed to Christians who
have no access to printed copies of the Bible.
1 Digital audio Bibles are also ideal for those unable to read; groups of people can gather

around one audio Bible to hear God’s Word together.


https://www.persecution.com/

Every follower of Jesus Christ should have access to a copy of the Scriptures, digital or printed.

Your gift today will help provide God’s Word to persecuted Christians around the world.

God’s Word is going forth in dangerous places like Somali communities in northern Kenya,

where al-Shabab sympathizers enforce their harsh religious standards with brutal injustice.

Somali Bibles are almost impossible to obtain inside Somalia, and al-Shabab executes anyone
caught with a copy. Even in neighboring Kenya, it is difficult to find Somali Bibles at the Bible

Society in Nairobi.

Digital Bibles are much preferred in these areas because they are easier to conceal.

1 VOM provides Somali Bibles on memory cards, which Christian workers then smuggle
across the border a few at a time.

1 The digital Bibles are distributed to believers who meet in small groups that gather at a
different location each time. These Christians are careful to vary their means of travel,
stagger their arrival times and even enter a building through different entrances.

1 Having access to the Scriptures, even on a memory card, helps believers deepen their

understanding of God’s Word and mature in faith.



