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In the August 2014 Newsletter for the Holy Land Mission Pastor Steven Khoury

from the Pastor’s encourages people to "live for Christ, to die to self, and to be a light in a time and
o i era where people know no light". One of the interesting comments he makes has
Offlce to do with his interaction with those he shares the challenge with to consider

becoming a follower of Jesus. It is true of the perspective of many non-Christians
who lump together all people who call themselves "Christians" into one stereotypical category and say, "If the Christianity that you want
me to join or the Christ you want me to believe in is the same one at that of Christianity in the West, then no thank you. Our moral values
are better, our commitment to family is stronger, and our commitment to our faith is much deeper. Why would | want to adopt a faith that
is clearly not powerful enough to make its followers change?" We know there are flaws in this reasoning especially in putting together
people who only say they are Christians but don't adhere to God's Word alongside of those who not only call themselves Christians but who
attempt, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to act like they follow Him. There are other issues also with these statements but at the same
time we cannot dismiss out of hand critical comments-they make us think about our faith and our level of commitment. One does see and
read about many today who name the name of Jesus-but it's a different Jesus-one who doesn't require anything of them, doesn't hold
them accountable, and welcomes all into heaven [assuming there is a heaven to be welcomed into] no matter what they believe about Him.
Today for many people God and His Word are irrelevant and at best subservient to man's wisdom and knowledge. In looking at people in
this grouping it can seem that Jesus can't bring about change in their lives as they only desire to stay just as they are, that change is too
difficult, and to be reassured that they are only to do the best they can (which is usually the very least) making for a highly successful,
fulfilling life, entitling one to many blessings. A book written by Craig Goeschel entitled, The Christian Atheist, has as a subtitle, "Believing in
God but Living as If He Doesn't Exist", which speaks volumes as to how many live their lives today.

In Ezekiel 18:21-32 God speaks about 2 types of people, one who is wicked but turns away or repents of his wicked life:

But if the wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed and observes all My statutes and practices justice and
righteousness, he shall surely live; he shall not die. All his transgressions which he has committed will not be remembered against him;
because of his righteousness which he has practiced, he will live. Do | have any pleasure in the death of the wicked,” declares the Lord God,
“rather than that he should turn from his ways and live? But when a righteous man turns away from his righteousness, commits iniquity
and does according to all the abominations that a wicked man does, will he live? All his righteous deeds which he has done will not be
remembered for his treachery which he has committed and his sin which he has committed; for them he will die. Yet you say, ‘The way of
the Lord is not right.” Hear now, O house of Israel! Is My way not right? Is it not your ways that are not right? When a righteous man turns
away from his righteousness, commits iniquity and dies because of it, for his iniquity which he has committed he will die. Again, when a
wicked man turns away from his wickedness which he has committed and practices justice and righteousness, he will save his life. Because
he considered and turned away from all his transgressions which he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. But the house of
Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not right.” Are My ways not right, O house of Israel? Is it not your ways that are not right? " “Therefore |
will judge you, O house of Israel, each according to his conduct,” declares the Lord God. “Repent and turn away from all your
transgressions, so that iniquity may not become a stumbling block to you. Cast away from you all your transgressions which you have
committed and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! For why will you die, O house of Israel? For | have no pleasure in the death of
anyone who dies,” declares the Lord God. “Therefore, repent and live.”"

God calls one to Himself and through His miraculous ways shows them His heart and desire for their lives, impresses upon them their
need to repent of their sins, to receive forgiveness through the blood of Christ, and being received by them makes His home in their heart
with the sending of His Holy Spirit. Then we should begin to resemble our heavenly Father more and more through His presence in our
lives. He never delights in the death of the wicked. But He does hold us accountable for the way we live our lives in reliance upon the Holy
Spirit. In desiring that people follow Him and His ways, He asks us, "Is My way not right?" His conclusion: It is our ways that are not right!
We need that new heart and new spirit to pursue a godly life. It is not God Who needs to change, but us.

Shalom2u. Pastor Joel

Pastor Baker’s e-mail: shalom2u2 @usfamily.net Church website: www.plymouthapostolic.org
Church e-mail: secretary@plymouthapostolic.org Prayer Chain: 612-554-6823 or pep59@aol.com
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Celebrate Our Congregation

Birthdays

Rachel
Trevor
Andrew
Tom
Jennifer
Ellen
Jan
Marilyn
Marvin
Tim
Alex
Eva
Katrina

Olson

Olson
Walters
Neadle
Barhorst
Pelto

Pelto
Dahlmeier
Barhorst
Jukuri
Walters
Vahakangas
Vahakangas

10/07
10/10
10/11
10/11
10/12
10/13
10/13
10/13
10/15
10/20
10/21
10/22
10/28

Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries

Dale and Myrna Maikkula
Neil and Deb Sunnarborg

Births

09/08/2014 Twins
Alcuin Maynard and Afton Madelene

10/11
10/23

Grandparents Bill and Joan Graunke

Home Going

Signe Pelto - 09/ 09 /2014

Survived by loving husband of 64 years, George;
sons, Joseph (Erna), John (Jan); daughter, Ann Pelto;
6 grandchildren, Peter, Christina (Thomas) Madison,
Joseph Jr. (Monica), Miriam, Anja (Jerry) Norris,
Diana (David) Miles; great-grandchildren; sister,
Mary Ethel Prouty; sisters-in-law, Martha Koski, Ellen
Pelto and Stella Wilson; other family and friends.

Marriage
James O’Neill and Elise Walters 09/13/2014

| am afraid that the schools will prove
the very gates of hell, unless they
diligently labor in explaining the Holy
Scriptures and engraving them in the™
heart of the youth. &

a
’

Mastin Lutheh

Martin Luther. (n.d.). BrainyQuote.com.
Retrieved September 15, 2014, from
BrainyQuote.com Web site:
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/
martinluth151405.html



Remembering the Reformation &
Martin Luther

A quick quiz on some of his achievements and
beliefs. Check it out!

1. When did Martin Luther nail his 95 Theses to the door
of the Castle Church at Wittenberg?

November 2nd, 1492
October 31st, 1517
November 2nd, 1546
October 31st, 1576

2. Where, on 18 April 1521, did Martin Luther defend his
teachings?

Marburg Castle
Parliament in London
Diet of Worms

Estates General in Paris

3. What language did Martin Luther translate the Bible
into, allowing more people to read it?

German
English
Austrian

Norwegian

4. Which of these works was not created by Martin
Luther?

On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church (1520)

On the Freedom of a Christian (1520)
On the Bondage of the Will (1525)
The Institutes of the Christian Religion (1536)

5. What was the name of Martin Luther's wife?

Isabella Andreini
Katharina von Bora
Vittoria Colonna

Lisella van Mueller

Read Through the Bible Together

The Week of: | Read these Chapters:

10/5 Il Thessalonians 1 — | Timothy 4
10/12 | Timothy 5 — Philemon
10/19 Hebrews 1-7

10/26 Hebrews 8 — 13

Whether you have been reading through the
Bible at home Or have come and
participated in the Discussion time, all are
about to realize the goal! That is, reading
through the Bible a chapter per day over a
period of four plus years. Mid-December the
final chapters of Revelation will be read!



Seniors Enjoy A Beautiful Day at the
Annual Greek Fest in the
Uptown Area of Minneapolis

We did more than eat Greek Gyros and Baklava.
Artisans from around the country attended, music,
multiple displays, center court gardens and the
beautiful sanctuary. Stained glass windows
depicting biblical history.

This man (above) gave several of us who nabbed
the Father as he was passing through the
sanctuary a “private” church history lesson. We
asked and he answered: the local Greek Orthodox
Church, the vestments, their catechism study, how
the Greek Orthodox differs from Catholic
teachings, and the sacraments. Our palates were
satisfied, yes; our ideas were clarified and
broadened.




The Five Solas

These five statements sum up what lies at the heart
of Protestant belief:

By Grace alone (Sola Gratia
Through Faith alone (Sola Fidg
In Christ alone (Solus Christys
According to Scripture alone (Sola Scriptura
For God's Glory alone (Soli Deo Glorja

1. Sola Gratia (Grace alone)

Salvation is the free gift of God to man. It is given by
God's Grace alone and not through any merit on the
part of the Christian.

GRACE = God's Riches At Christ's Expense.

"For by grace are ye saved through faith; and t

hat not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast."
Ephesians 2:8-9 (KJV).

The importance of this doctrine in Protestant
theology was underlined by Martin Luther, in
his Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians

"If the Pope would concede that God alone by His
grace through Christ justifies sinners, we would caiy

him in our arms, we would kigss feet."

2. Sola Fide (Faith alone)

We are judged righteous in the sight of God purely
on the basis of our faith. The atoning sacrifice of
Christ leads to righteousness being imputed to us as
sinners through a legal declaration by God. This is
often stated as Justification by faith alon@here is a
clear distinction between Justification and

Sanctification, the latter being the growth in
holiness arising from the work of the Holy Spirit in
the Christian.

FAITH = Forsaking All I Trust Him.

"But thatno man is justified by the law in the sight of
God, it is evident: for the just shall live by faith."”
Galatians 3:11 (KJV).

Commenting on Justification in his writings, Martin
Luther argued that:

"This one and firm rock, which we call the doctrine of
justification, is the chief article of the whole Christian
doctrine, which comprehends the understanding of
all godliness."

3. Solus Christus (Christ alone)

Christ is the one Mediator between God and man
and our salvation is accomplished only through His
death and resurrection.

"For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus;"
1 Timothy 2:5 (KJV).

In addition, every believer is a priest before God,
with immediate access to him for the forgiveness of
sins. This is known as the doctrine of the Priesthood
of all believerslt was classically articulated by
Martin Luther, but Protestants point to 1 Peter 2:9

as evidence of support for the doctrine:



"But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthoo
a holy nation, a peculiar pets that ye should show
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light."

1 Peter 2:9 (KJV).

The doctrine is not unique to Protestantism, being
also found in the Roman Catholic Church, for
example, but Protestants insist that no other special
form of Priesthood is necessary, as opposed to the
Catholic view of a ministerial priesthood being
required for the administration of the Sacraments

and forgiveness of sins.

4. Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone)

Scripture alone is the only infallible source of divine
revelation and the final authority for matters of faith
and practice. Sola Scripturdoes not mean that all
truth is contained in the Bible (for example the
Nicene Creed is widely accepted and recited within
orthodox Christianity), but rather that all mankind
needs to know for salvation is contained within its

pages.

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, fo
instruction in righteousness: That the mainGod
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good
works."

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (KJV).

"For concerning the divine and holy mysteries of the
Faith, not even a casual statement must be delivered

without the Holy Scriptures; nor must we be drawn
aside by mere plausibility and artifices of speech.
Even to me, who tell thee these things, give not
absolute credence, unless thou receive the proof of
the things which | announce from the Divine
Scriptures. For this salvation which we believe

depends not on ingenious reasoning, but on
demonstration of the Holy Scriptures.”

Cyril of Jerusalem (Catechetical Lectures, 4:17)

Protestants typically argue that scripture

is perspicuousr clear to all people regarding the
essential truths of the Christian gospel of salvation.
In contrast to the Roman Catholic view of a
Magisterium (or teaching office) of the church,
which is required to infallibly interpret scripture;
Protestants argue that through the Holy Spirit,
individuals can, by themselves interpret the

scriptures responsibly.

5. Soli Deo Gloria (To the glory of God alone)

Every aspect of the Christian life is to be seen as
giving glory to God. In essence, this summarizes the
other four Soli above. It also stemmed from the
reformers opposition to what they perceived as the
unwarranted glorification of the Popes and other
clergy.

"If any man speak, let m speak as the oracles of
God; if any man minister, let him do it as of the
ability which God giveth: that God in all things may
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise
and dominion forever and ever. Amen."
1 Peter 4:11 (KJV).
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Us

October at PALC

Oct. 1 Wednesday
9:00am Men’s Breakfast at Perkins
9:15am Ladies’ Bible study
6:30pm Bible Study
8:00pm Choir

2 Thursday
6:30 Read Through the Bible

5 Sunday
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Worship Service
3:00pm Senior outing to see The Augsburg
Singers

8 Wednesday
9:15am Ladies’ Bible study
9:30am Men’s Bible study
6:30pm Bible study
8:00pm Choir

9 Thursday
6:30 Read Through the Bible

10 Friday
7:00pm Movie Night
God’s Not Dead
Bring your friends!

11 Saturday
9-11am Women and Girls’ Bible Study

12 Sunday
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Worship Service
11:40am Prayer Time in Sanctuary

14 Tuesday
5:30pm Mission Committee
6:30pm Board of Trustee meeting

15 Wednesday
9:15am Ladies’ Bible study
9:30am Men’s Bible study
6:30pm Bible study
8:00pm Choir

16 Thursday
6:30 Read Through the Bible

19 Sunday
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Worship Service w/Communion

22 Wednesday
9:15am Ladies’ Bible study
9:30am Men’s Bible study
6:00pm Light Supper
6:30pm Presentation from Jon & Hannah
Langness on Josiah Venture internship in
the Ukraine
8:00pm Choir

23 Thursday
6:30 Read Through the Bible

26 Sunday
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Worship Service
11:40am Abbreviated Communion

29 Wednesday
9:15am Ladies’ Bible study
9:30am Men'’s Bible study
6:30pm Bible study
8:00pm Choir

30 Thursday
6:30 Read Through the Bible

31 Friday Marks the Traditional date Martin
Luther nailed the 95 to the Door of Castle
Church of Wittenberg
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