1Thessalonians 5:13-15

Rise and Shine

13 and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in peace with
one another. 14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help
’ I the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but
- always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people.
Plymouth Lutheran Church, Pastor Joel Baker September 2017
11015 County Road 15, Plymouth, MN 55441 Telephones: 763-544-7248 & 763-544-9170

We have been studying Romans during this preaching series, lately from

the end of chapter 11 & part of 12.
.from t he Romans 11:33-12:13:

Office “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! For who
has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor? Or who has
first given to Him that it might be paid back to him again? For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To
Him be the glory forever. Amen.

Therefore | urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

For through the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to
think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. For just as we have many
members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ,
and individually members one of another. Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is
to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if service, in his serving; or he who
teaches, in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence;
he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in brotherly love;
give preference to one another in honor; not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; rejoicing in
hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer, contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.”

Paul’s appreciation for God’s wisdom and knowledge is reflected in his statements of awe-we can’t understand His
wisdom nor His judgments since both are so deep.l imagine there are many times you have marveled at what God has
done or is doing and other times where you’ve wondered about something He has done or allowed, not fully
understanding or comprehending-even like a hurricane or the death of someone close to you. All things are from Him,
through Him, and to Him, which is why we come before Him in worship and prayer and although we aren’t His
counselor, He does listen and does answer prayer-to Him be the glory forever, Amen!

We show our appreciation for the Lord and to Him by not being conformed to this world but by being transformed
through the renewing of our mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good, acceptable, and
perfect. So many things surround us in this world that are tempting to our desires, that siphon away our time and energy
but are unproductive in God’s eyes, and that actually enhance the work of evil/sin in our life, trapping us even though
subtle and not easily detected. Following Jesus requires that we distance ourselves from the world and worldly values and
stand out and stand strongly for Him. He has equipped us with gifts to be used in serving our Church such as prophecy,
teaching, giving, mercy, service, etc. Are you using your gift or gifts to minister especially in your church, as well as to
others God has placed in your path? Are you studying His living Word, drawing closer to Him?

Paul goes on to describe other ways we can use our gifts and what attitudes are beneficial to our spiritual growth.
Love the Lord with all your heart, mind, and soul. Honor Him by relying upon the Holy Spirit, living in you, to live a
joyful, Godly life. We are partners together in living out a blessed life and spreading it to others. Ministering with you

and to you- Shalom2u! Pastor Joel
Pastor Baker’s e-mail: shalom2u2@usfamily.net Church website: www.plymouthapostolic.org
Church e-mail: secretary@plymouthapostolic.org Prayer Chain: 612-554-6823 or pep59@aol.com

If you would like to receive this by email please send a message to secretary@plymouthapostolic.org
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10:30am Worship Service

11:30am Coffee fellowship

9:00am Sunday morning Bible classes
10:30am Worship Service

11:30am Coffee fellowship

10:30am Communion Sunday
11:30am Abbreviated Communion

Labor Day
Patriot Day! Pray!

5:45pm Mission Committee Meeting
6:30pm Board of Trustees meeting

Celebrate Our Congregation

September Birthdays:

Roy Saari 9/2
lenny Haataja 9/2
Tom Madison 9/5
Peter Pelto 9/5
Jane Johnson 9/9
Brian Bartell 9/10
Brad Aho 9/10
Natalie Bartell 9/13
Sarah Siirtola 9/19
Addison Ellis 9/21
Terri Bloomquist 9/28
September Anniversar ies:

James & Elise O’Neill 9/13

Ryan & Jennie Rintala 9/22

Bill & Joan Graunke 9/27

Save The Date

6 9 a.m. Men’s & Ladies Breakfast at
Perkins HWY 494 & HWY 55
6:30pm Walk Thru the Bible Study
13, 20, 27 9:15am Ladies Bible Study
9:30am Men’s Bible Study
6:30pm Walk Through the Bible Study
A Wedding

Dassel, MN

Carmen and Ryan Kandoll were
married on Saturday, July 22, 2017 in

August 20, Brad and Bev Aho hosted
a coed baby shower for their daughter
Annie Pantze at their home. Annie
and Josh expect the arrival of their
baby daughter in early September.
Welcome.

Inter-Lutheran Theological
Seminary Rally @ Plymouth
Lutheran Church
on SUNDAY, 10/8 at 3 PM
The ILT Seminary is celebrating its 50t Anniversary
The rally will be followed by a supper in the
Fellowship Hall.

Please plan to attend and show your support!

The Ladies hosted a Baby Shower
for Elsbeth Krumholz-Stark on Sunday,
July 23 at the church.

A Baby Shower
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All women are invited to join the Wednesday morning Bible study. We start with coffee and conversation
at 9:15am, then get into our lesson about 9:35. This fall we will continue the Life Guise seri€&@ning
Older and Wisewith lesson #4 O7 EAT O &dGreowEODPO O1 1 6 8
Contact Janis Saari at 768395934 for more information, or if you want her to order you a lesson book.
Cost-$6.00.

Fall Foreign Mission Campaign
On Sunday’s September 17 and 24 there will be a basket on the Fellowship table for a special offering that will
go to the Apostolic Lutheran Church Foreign Mission. The money will be sent to the Foreign Mission for needs
around the world. These needs might include Bibles, food, or other areas of need.
You can give cash or check. Write the check to the Apostolic Lutheran Church Foreign Mission.

FirstSeniorouting of
the 2017 season. It was a
Old Fashioned Hymn Sing
the Harley and Donna
Hendrickson farm in
Kimball, MN. Special musi
a trio of musicians including
an accordion, steel guitar
and electronic keyboard, a
lot of singing the old
favorites andefreshments.
Harley and Donna host this
evert annually.




My Two Worlds
by nikgwen

Nicole with her sister Natalie
at home in Plymouth

Here | am, this time in the Denver airport, writing my blog, hoping that someone out there will get where I'm
coming from with what I'm going to say in this thing.

As anyone would expect, leaving your country and adapting a totally different lifestyle (as | did TWO AND A
HALF YEARS AGO) is difficult. And they are correct. It is difficult. But, maybe because | am an optimist and a
dreamer, | didn't really expect it to be THIS hard. The thing that mainly surprises me, though, is that it is STILL
so difficult.

In June, | arrived back in my beloved Ensenada after two months of crazy travel. | was exhausted and
relieved to be "home". Two weeks later, | flew back to my other "home" in Minnesota, for a month long break.
| was excited to see some good friends, spend time with my family, and RELAX.

As always, | arrived home and | was happy, but it does take me a few days to adjust to be in my other
culture, with my first family and remember how to live life like everyone else around me.

But the fact of the matter is, | am ruined for "normal" life forever. Nothing truly feels like home anymore. No
matter how long | will live in any one culture, | will never acclimate completely or feel like | 100% belong.
Mexico obviously doesn't feel like home- my very appearance gives away that | am not from that country. My
Spanish is accented, | wear shorts when it's hot out, and | prefer flour tortillas. In Minnesota, on the other
hand, | can blend in much better, to the point where someone wouldn't even notice that my life is anything
out of their ordinary. But my mind and heart are abuzz with dissonance. My thoughts are "Wow, seven dollars
is a lot to spend on a shirt," or "It's SO green here!" or "l think | will just walk there instead of drive," or "Wow!
| can speak in my language when | am ordering at a restaurant!" Neither of my "homes" are home. Neither of
my "normals" are normal anymore.

For the last two and a half years, | have subconsciously been trying to feel normal. | have realized within
these past few weeks that | was trying to accomplish this by eliminating one of my two worlds. But | can't do
that. Even if | decide to literally abandon one world, the memories and experiences and people of the other
world will be with me forever. My life has been changed and | can never go back.

Here's the twist though- our real home isn't on this earth anyway. This is plain for anyone, from any culture
to see. We get sick, we feel alone, we envy others, we hurt people we love and they hurt us, we lose precious
people, and as much as we try and try and try to prevent these things, they happen. It is clear to me that if this
really was my home, my heart would never feel broken, | wouldn't hurt people that | claim to love, and |
wouldn't ever feel like | am on my own. But it happens.

So | have decided to stop trying to desperately find perfection, because | won't find it here. My life will never
be perfect. | will never "arrive" into what my life is "supposed to be like." The fact is, life is happening to me
now, every second. So instead of chasing after "normal" or "perfect" or "home", | will cling to the only One
who is all of these things. | will walk in the knowledge that this earth is not my final destination. For me this
means letting go of expectations, putting all my trust in Him, and doing my best to love everyone in between
here and There. And I'll do this knowing that all that | can do is give it my best shot.

Mucho Amor,
Nicole


https://nicolethegringa.wordpress.com/2017/07/20/my-two-worlds/
https://nicolethegringa.wordpress.com/author/nikgwen/

Cry Out America - Declare a holy fast, call a sacred assembly, summon
the elders and all who live in the land to the House of the Lord your God,
and cry out to the Lord. Joel 1:14

Pray! Patriot Day 9/11 Pray! Patriot Day 9/11 Pray! Patriot Day 9/11

-~ Will you set this Monday aside and pray for America?
Mark your calendars now. Send yourself a reminder e -
mail. Invite others to pray with you. This is

important.

Sponsored by the National Day of Prayer Task Force
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10
700\, AFLC SCHOOLS CHAPEL

Reformation Hymn Festival
Friday, November 10, 2017 at 7 pm
AFLC Schools Chapel — Plymouth, MN

Join us for a hymn sing and choral presentation commemorating the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation.

Featuring:

Several Reformation hymns by Martin Luther

Professional chamber orchestra

A festival choir, including AFLBS students, alumni, and friends
Josh Bauder’s five piece set, “Five Solas of the Reformation”

You are invited to be part of the congregation or to join the festival choir.
For information, requirements, and registration for joining the festival choir contact Andrew Hanson at 763-
544-9501 or ahanson@aflc.org.


https://www.aflbs.org/bc/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/application-timeline3.svg

PLC Held VBS August™® 11

oOver t-he Moat

Drawbridge to t

Sing praises to God, sing prajsgsg praises

e

<™ v )
R DROWBRIDGE TO THE Kingy /SN
v - —

Sy

unto our King, sing praiseSor God is the %
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